Chicago Academy High School

United States History


Mock Trial:

Wartime Civil Liberties: No Fly List


Is the No Fly List an invasion of 
people’s civil liberties?

Prosecution

Dunn, Berry, dePriest, on behalf of themselves, 
and all others similarly situated


v.
Defense

U.S Transportation Safety Bureau 

on the charge of hundreds of counts of wrongful searches, detentions, harassment and questioning.

Purpose

After careful consideration of all evidence provided as well as the broad historical context of the time period in question, United States History students shall determine the following:

· the impact of the events that took place on and after September 11th 2001; 

· the significance of the issues surrounding civil liberties following September 11th, 2001;

· the basis of passengers’ complaints; 

· the reasons for the U.S. government’s enactment of the Homeland Security Act; and

· whether or not the U.S. Government’s actions violate civil liberties guaranteed in the United States Constitution.  

Roles

Students shall play one of the following roles to the best of their ability:
· Attorneys for the prosecution (3)

· Attorneys for the defense (3)

· Bentley T. Dunn, graduate student (1)

· Burk S. dePriest, social worker (1)

· Murphy Roberts, Airport Security officer (1)

· M. Downey Johnson, U.S. Homeland Security, Illinois Office Supervisor (1)

· Members of the Jury 

Duties of Attorneys:

· read, analyze, and consider all evidence about the No Fly list and the arguments for and against such measures, as well as the broader historical context;

· be able to reference the primary document exhibits;

· prepare opening and closing arguments to present to the jury; and

· prepare questions for witnesses (at least 5 questions per witness) in order to introduce all relevant evidence to the jury.

	Attorney #1
	Opening argument (addresses all evidence and all potential testimony)

Examination of witness: Dunn

	Attorney #2
	Examination of witnesses: dePriest, Roberts

	Attorney #3
	Closing argument (addresses all evidence and all potential testimony)

Examination of witness: Johnson


Duties of Witnesses:

· read, analyze, and memorize your testimony, as revealed to you in the packet of documents that have been provided for you;

· be familiar with the primary document exhibits; 

· know about and be able to be questioned on all pieces of evidence;

· anticipate the questions that attorneys will be asking of you;

· answer all questions put to you by the attorneys to the best of your ability;

· keep close track (detailed notes) of the evidence presented in the trial;

Duties of Jurors:

· demonstrate an understanding of the historical context of the time period we are studying by completing  homework readings;

· be familiar with the primary document exhibits;

· keep close track (detailed notes) of the evidence presented in the trial; and

· participate in a small (only jurors) class discussion about what you feel should be the outcome of the case based on evidence presented.
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